A word from the

DECEMBER 2016
Dear friends and partners,
Warm greetings!

A

s we approach 2017, many are wondering what
will the future hold for us. Will the future be
better, worse, or pretty much the same as the
present? Fortunately, we – human beings – do
not have the privilege or power to know what the future
holds. But as Christians we can rest assured that if we
are living a purposeful life according to His will, we are
in peaceful hands, despite the calamities surrounding us.
Reciting the words of Jeremiah (29:11, NIV): For I know
the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future.

• Advocating the Bible cause through effective and
holistic bible-engagement programs.
• Establishing Centers of Excellence to serve the entire
MENA region.
• Instituting media broadcasts and virtual e-presence to
reach across geographical borders.
Such ambitious strategies and plans can only be
achieved through sustainable partnerships as we seek
to holistically meet the needs of communities through
the transformational Word of God. We count on you,
our partners, to work alongside in a synergetic manner
to uphold Christian presence and witness in the region.
In fact, the understanding of the suffering Church and
persecuted Christians has created and will continue to
foster a new platform of inter-confessional cooperation.
As the Early Church Father, Tertullian, stated “The blood
of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” Christian
history indicates that we are on the verge of major
missionary advances and theological breakthroughs.

Under these conditions we commenced and committed
to our 2020 Strategic Plan full of hope and purpose.
Our Board of Directors solicited the help of a Board
of Supporters consisting of high caliber business and
professional people (names listed at the end of this
booklet) devoted to elevating the Bible Society’s mission
to a new level. The Board of Supporters will serve as a
sounding board and advisors as we seek to achieve the
following seven principal strategies:

The Programs & Activities booklet summarizes many of
our projects. We invite you to partner with us. And we
thank our many donors, partners, and sponsors for their
continuous support.

• Building capacity and developing organizational
competencies and resources.
• Maintaining transparent, up-to-date, and value adding
financial stewardship.
• Achieving high quality products and digital publishing
benchmarks.
• Maximizing distribution reach through supplying
regional-relevant Scriptures.

Sincerely in Christ,
Dr. Michael G Bassous
General Secretary / CEO
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Carla
Carla was born in a highly involved musical family. Her
father used to sing with icons like Majida Al Roumi and
similar artists. She started singing in public at the age
of 6 in school, plays, and TV shows. At the age of 13,
she recorded her voice on 2 tracks for the renowned
musician Fouad Fadel. With her full commitment to
the church choir, she became the lead singer of the
Chaldean’s Lebanese / Iraqi community.
She finished her Journalism degree from the Antonine
University in 2014 and moved right away to invest in
her performance career at special workshops and radio
programs.
She hosted a live TV show at TeleLiban for 1 year, and
worked in LBC and OTV news room.
In July 2016, Carla performed her first solo concert
produced by ONE:SIXTEEN at Masrah Al Madina
accompanied by 14 local and international musicians.
Her latest, and current, involvements are the vocal
Master Classes at Charles University in Prague.
Carla officially joined ONE:SIXTEEN Production House
this year pursuing her dream of becoming a full time
artist and devoting her time for future musical projects.
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BIBLE SOCIETY
OVERVIEW

BIBLE SOCIETY PROGRAMS &
ACTIVITIES 2017
Resources are allocated to the following ministries:

GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, and the Diaspora

SCOPE / REACH
Language, Translation, & Publishing
Sales & Distribution
Strategic Presence
Digital Bible Mission

PEOPLE SERVING
Lebanon: 5 million (about 2 million Christians)
Syria:
22 million (about 1.5 million Christians)
Iraq:
32 million (about 500,000 Christians)

IMPACT / TRANSFORMATION
Bible Engagement
Bible Advocacy
Media Utilization
Community & Holistic programs

ETHNIC GROUPS
Arabs, Kurds, Armenians, Syriacs, and Assyrians
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Scope/Reach
LANGUAGE, TRANSLATION,
AND PUBLISHING

Revision of the Arabic
Van Dyke–Boustani New
Testament
PURPOSE: To offer the Church a strong tool in
revitalizing an old Bible translation.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon & Egypt => Pan Arab.
DESCRIPTION: The old Van Dyke–Boustani Arabic
translation of the Bible, published in 1865 is widely
used in the Middle East and has served the Church for
150 years. Two teams consisting of two translators and
Bible Society staff in Lebanon and Egypt are working on
the revisions. The project was delayed due to the impact
of the Arab Spring and the transition of leadership in the
Coptic Orthodox Church in Egypt and the Greek Orthodox
Church of Antioch. Plans are underway to reinitiate the
translation team following the 150 years celebration of
this impactful translation.
TARGET AUDIENCE: The readership is about 8-9
million Christians, and several million non-Christians,
dispersed mainly in the Middle East and North Africa
region.

The “Lebanon” Bible
PURPOSE: To research and edit historical, geographical,
and cultural issues connecting the Bible with Lebanon.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon => Diaspora.
DESCRIPTION: Lebanon as a nation has many direct
relations to the Bible. This project involves researching
the entire Bible to identify all geographic, historical,
cultural, and contextual relation to Lebanon, compiling
research materials, and publishing a study Bible
that includes the text along with important national
information. This project is jointly done with the
(Maronite) Holy Spirit University in Kaslik (USEK). This
is a VERY important national project, as it connects
some national 1,000 issues / topics with God’s word. It
will be a very powerful tool to reach out to Christians
and non-Christians based on researched historical and
cultural interdependent topics.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Local scholars,
students, diaspora, tourists, and historians.

pilgrims,
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Western Armenian Old
Testament
PURPOSE: To complete the latter section of the Old
Testament translation into contemporary Western
Armenian language.
GEOGRAPHIC
Diaspora.

SCOPE:

Lebanon

=>

Armenian

DESCRIPTION: Serving an audience comprising of
the Armenian community in Lebanon, Syria, and the
Diaspora, and for several years now, scholars from the
Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church have been working
on a simpler translation of the Old Testament for the
Armenian community. The New Testament and Psalms
have been published a few years ago. Work is now being
carried forward with the Old Testament, where more
than 75% of the project has been completed. The entire
Old Testament is expected to be completed in the next
two years.
TARGET AUDIENCE: The readership is 3-4 million
Western Armenians in Lebanon, Syria, and the Diaspora.

Publishing Scriptures
for Arabic, Armenian,
Syriac, and Kurdish
people
PURPOSE: To continue to provide several new Scriptural
materials and productions every year in order to facilitate
the interaction process with the word of God.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon => Middle East and

North Africa.

DESCRIPTION: The Bible Society in Lebanon is one of
two Bible Societies that publish Scriptures in the Arabic
language for the 350 million Arabic speakers in the
world. In addition, it publishes Scriptures in Western
Armenian, Modern Syriac, and Kurdish Surani languages
to meet the ever-growing need to read and understand
God’s word in the heart language. New and creative
Scriptural materials targeting new generations are
required for effective Bible-engagement and interaction.
TARGET AUDIENCE: People in the Middle East and
North Africa, serving Arabic, Armenian, Syriac, and
Kurdish speakers in the region and in Diaspora.
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Western Armenian
Study Notes New
Testament
PURPOSE: To complete the translation of the New
Testament Study Notes from Arabic to contemporary
Western Armenian language.

GEOGRAPHIC
Diaspora.

SCOPE:

Lebanon

=>

Armenian

DESCRIPTION: To date, there is no study Bible tool
available in the Armenian language. After the successful
launch of the full Arabic Bible pastoral notes, work is
underway to translate the New Testament study notes
to Armenian to produce the first study New Testament.
In partnership with the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox
Church, and using the co-produced New Testament and
Psalms translation that was published a few years ago,
translation work is now being carried on the study notes.
The entire Pastoral New Testament is expected to be
completed in 2017.
TARGET AUDIENCE: The readership is 3-4 million
Western Armenians in Lebanon, Syria, and the Diaspora.

TAZI NT revision and
Arabic translation
PURPOSE: To revise and update the English notes and
adapt / contextualize / translate them to Arabic.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon, Pan-Arab, and global.
DESCRIPTION: The UBS TAZI notes have had global
impact in many languages, but have never yet been
translated into Arabic, which is the language of the core
intended community. Published in 2001 in English, the
notes should be revisited and updated based on the
needs of these communities. The purpose of this project
is updating the English notes in parallel with adaptation
and contextualization of the TAZI notes to Arabic, using
the Good News Arabic as the main text.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Intended communities in the

DESCRIPTION: The NT has had global impact in many
languages, but have never yet been translated into
Kurdish Bahdinani. Bahdinani is a dialect of Kurmanji,
the most widespread Kurdish language. Translations
into Kurdish, and specifically into North-Kurdish are
increasingly in demand. The purpose of this project is
to translate the New Testament into Kurdish Bahdinani,
using local and regional experts.

region and in diaspora.

NT Kurdish Bahdinani
Translation
PURPOSE: To make the New Testament available
to a large portion of the Kurdish people in their own
language.

TARGET AUDIENCE: Kurdish Bahdinani is widely
spoken in the Hakkari Province (south East of Turkey)
and in the Dohuk Governorate in Iraq. The estimate is
about 1.5 millions people.

GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Northern Iraq.
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Sales &
Distribution

of Catholic Patriarchs and Bishops in Lebanon (APECL)
has appointed year 2012 as the Year of the Bible. This
was followed by a year “Week of the Bible” in November
every year, during which the focus was on the importance
of God’s Word. The Bible Society has accompanied these
special events with a variety of Scripture distribution
programs, Bible engagement activities, Bible advocacy
initiatives, and free / subsidized allotment of Scriptural
portions and materials. The Assembly of Catholic
Patriarchs and Bishops in Lebanon (APECL) have asked
the Bible Society to continue its biblical activities with
Catholic perishes throughout 2017 at various religious
and national events, and mainly during the Week of the
Bible 2017. In addition, the Patriarch of the Maronite
Church, Cardinal Rai, adopted the Arabic Peace &
Justice Bible as a patriarchal gift to all his political and
official visitors.

PEACE & JUSTICE BIBLE
ADVOCACY CAMPAIGN
PURPOSE: Delivering the Scripture’s life-giving
message; serving and supplying the needs of peoples
for Scriptures; helping them to interact with the Word of
God; and advocating the Bible cause among Eastern-rite
Catholic churches.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon and may spill over to

Syria, and Iraq.

DESCRIPTION: Following the Special Synod of Bishops
for the Middle East, called for by Pope Benedict XVI in
October 2010, and the Pope’s planned visit to Lebanon
September 14-16, 2012, to officially launch the
Apostolic Exhortations on the Middle East, the Assembly

TARGET AUDIENCE: General public, traditional,
historical, nominal and believing Christians, nonChristians, youth, children, elderly, and physically
challenged.
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Trading, Exhibitions,
Bookshops, and Distribution
PURPOSE: Making the Scriptures available to all
generations to encounter the life-giving message of
God’s word.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon, Syria, and Iraq.
DESCRIPTION: Distribution of Scriptures was and still
is the main single largest activity that the Bible Society
is engaged in. Effective wholesale, retail, and subsidized
dissemination of Scriptures, through other publishing
houses and local bookshops, libraries, partners, and
exhibitions all over these territories, will meet the needs
of all the seekers of God’s word.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Diverse people from Christian and
non-Christian backgrounds, young and old, churched
and un-churched, in rich and poor areas.

Scriptural Calendars
PURPOSE: To publish Scriptural Calendars
accompany our constituents throughout the year.

to

GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon, Syria, and Iraq.
DESCRIPTION: This project is an ongoing one since
1980, serving thousands of people every year. Bible
Society Scriptural Calendars are a trademark that serve
as a companion throughout the year and has almost
become a tradition to those receiving it. It also raises
awareness of Bible Society work. Tens of thousands
receive this Calendar annually. It has become the single
most-used and distributed Christian material throughout
the region. The theme for the 2017 Calendar is NonViolence: A pattern of policy for peace.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Church constituencies, Christian
institutions, and non-Christian affiliates.
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Meeting Scripture Needs
PURPOSE: To deliver Scriptures to remote areas, help
people interact with the Word of God, and supply the
needs of people of faith in all Syrian territories.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Syria.
DESCRIPTION: Regardless of the present situation and
unrest in Syria, the distribution was and still continues
to be the main activity of Bible work in Syria. The thirst
for scriptures has increased in the present unrest; all
scriptures are being delivered by local transportation
agencies and distribution is taking place by the many
volunteers from various churches. The country’s
geographic spread is large, making the reach to remote
areas challenging. Efforts are required to cover all the
Scriptural needs in Syria, particularly in rural areas and
far-away convents. This project entails all the annual
distribution efforts in getting the Word of God to all
those who are seeking and needing it.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Youth, children, churches,
bookshops and monasteries especially in Christian
areas.

Shelter Fort
PURPOSE: To provide different Scripture items at highly
subsidized prices to Christian families and churches in
the Eastern Syrian territories to sustain the presence of
Christians.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Syria.
DESCRIPTION: While many cities in West of Syria
was a place of destination for vacationers, the last
three years have created a different type of “visitors”
– internally displaced Syrian refugees. The majority of
these cities had a high ratio of Christian population, but
that is all changing due to the demographic movements
in the country. This region connects the Mediterranean
Sea to the inside of Syria. It is estimated that about
8 million people have moved to this area, including
church leaders, and the majority of the displaced are
children, youth and women. The purpose of the project
is to provide subsidized Scriptures to them.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Christian and other families.
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Children Bible
Distribution
PURPOSE: Giving the Children of Syria the opportunity
to encounter the peace and love of Jesus Christ in the
Scriptures.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Syrian children.
DESCRIPTION: Children, the new generation and
the hope for the future, need to be nurtured upon the
Word of God. The hope of the Children in Syria is now
diminishing; there are no future expectations, and their
country is being injured and torn. The refuge for the
future “generation” is in the Scriptures, in order to
rescue and salvage these broken lives. The Scriptures,
which are full of peace and healings messages, restores
happiness and joy. This project entails the distribution
of children Bibles to thousands of Syrian children and
teenagers during these difficult times.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Children and Youth.

Easter & Christmas
Hope booklets
PURPOSE: Giving the Children and Youth an opportunity
to interact with the Scriptures on special occasions.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Syria.
DESCRIPTION: The percentage of Christians among
the Syrian population according to the last statistics is
about 10%. The Christians are spread over several areas
in Syria. Easter and Christmas are being celebrated
each year. Christians living as a minority in any country
do value their feasts and celebrations. In the past few
years, the Bible Society printed a small pamphlet on
Easter, with Bible readings followed by comments,
thus giving the reader the initiative to meditate and
remember his / her savior during Easter. The Christians
in Syria nowadays are in desperate need to find refuge
and hope to help them survive the unrest they are
facing. To accomplish this, during Easter and Christmas,
the Bible Society can assist these people to remember
the promises and assurances in the Scriptures that will
strengthen their faith.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Children and Youth.
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Distribution of 5000
Bibles
PURPOSE: To continue encouraging churches in their
mission of distributing Bibles.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Southern Syria.
DESCRIPTION: The Bible Society is working on a
special distribution project for the Churches in the
Suburbs of Damascus and the whole south of Syria. The
southern part of Syria contains three main Governorates:
Dara`a, Al-Suwayda, and Al-Qunaitira. It’s a tribal and
rural life in the area, many Christians cannot afford
buying a Bible but the demand for Bibles increases each
year. There is an overwhelming need to support the cost
of Bible paper so that the price of Bibles can be kept
affordable. The project will offer Bibles for churches and
individuals in low nominal prices so the word of God will
be available for everyone.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Churches, individuals (Christians
and others) in Southern Syria.

Bible distribution in
Basra
PURPOSE: Giving the Christians of Basra the
opportunity to encounter Peace and Love of Jesus Christ
in the Scriptures.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Basra, Iraq.
addressing their spiritual needs to encounter God’s love.
The Scriptures, which are full of peace and healing
messages, help restoring happiness and hope.

DESCRIPTION: Christian communities in Iraq are
under enormous pressure and are suffering hardships
on a daily basis; there are no future expectations, and
their country is being torn apart. The project entails
encouraging Christian communities in Basra through

TARGET AUDIENCE: Christians under pressure living

in Basra.
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Strategic
Presence
MENA Center for
Biblical Studies
PURPOSE: To promote the importance and standing of
the Bible through research, think-tank, resources, and
organizing public seminars and lectures.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon => Middle East,
North Africa (MENA).
DESCRIPTION: Based in the Bible Society Center
and headed by a qualified Translation Consultant and
scholar, the MENA Center for Biblical Studies serves as
a focal point for all those interested in researching and
finding relevant resources. This project, in partnership
with the Catholic Biblical Federation in the Middle East,
entails organizing public seminars and inviting Biblical
scholars to discuss and debate various contextual
biblical issues. These seminars will serve as a research
and development department and a think-tank.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Theological students, clergy,
congregations, people of faith, people in search of
meaning, and scholars.

Institute for Leadership Development (ILD)
PURPOSE: To provide contextualized capacity building
and organizational development programs to Leaders in
the “Mission”, “Leadership” and “Management” fields.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon => Middle East,
North Africa (MENA).

opportunistic level. Strategic planning and direction
replaces firefighting and troubleshooting, enabling
organizations to lead change rather than be swayed by
circumstances. The knowledge and experience gained
from this program will help increase the efficient use of
God-given resources to the Bible Societies.

DESCRIPTION: Leadership and organizational
development is a journey for every organization seeking
to stay fit for purpose. It is not a destination, but rather a
continuous formation of human and financial resources
to meet future challenges. By building capacities,
we will be investing in long-term sustainability and
innovation rather than operating at the contingency,

TARGET AUDIENCE: Managers and Senior Bible
Society staff.
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Healing the Mind &
Spirit (HMS) Center
PURPOSE: To convene, advocate, raise awareness
and campaign the importance of trauma healing among
church and lay leaders and partners in the region, lead
research and needs assessments and evaluate program
effectiveness to foster best stewardship of resource.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon => Middle East,
North Africa (MENA).
DESCRIPTION: Several trauma healing projects are
currently being undertaken in the MENA region due
to the excessive violence and deep wounds that many
communities are suffering from. Trauma healing has
become a need and a necessity, mainly to equip the Church
in dealing with traumatized communities on a macrocoordinated level. The HMS Center seeks to coordinate,
advocate, raise awareness, conduct needs assessments
and research, organize events, and supervise / coordinate
the various trauma healing programs in the region. The
Center will also publish relevant materials in Arabic and
other indigenous languages as bible-engagement tools
in support of the various projects and partners engaged
in trauma healing.
TARGET AUDIENCE: MENA Bible Societies program
staff, partner agencies, resourcing partners, church
leaders, and underprivileged communities.

Beirut Downtown
Bookshop
PURPOSE: To serve unique visitors and tourists visiting
Lebanon for vacation or religious holidays.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Downtown Beirut, Lebanon.
DESCRIPTION: The reclamation of downtown
bookshop and opening it to tourists and visitors until the
late hour of the night is a unique opportunity to proclaim
the Word in the heart of metropolitan Beirut. Having
closed down from 1975-2002, the bookshop now
serves a variety of customer base, but mainly passers-by
that have never received a copy of the Scripture. Beirut
was recently ranked in the top 25 most-liked cities in
the world. The Bible Society downtown bookshop is in
the heart of this city, proclaiming the Word of God to all
its visitors and tourists.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Arab tourists and visitors.
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Damascus Bookshop
PURPOSE: To serve unique visitors in the heart of

Damascus.

GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Damascus, Syria.
DESCRIPTION: Since 1949, this small yet strategically
located bookshop has been serving its constituencies
with a rich selection of Scriptures despite all the
challenges. Located in the famous Al-Abed Street,
people from all walks of life have been exposed to this
bookshop. Serving its community for more than 65
years, the Damascus bookshop is in the heart of this
city, proclaiming the Word of God to all its visitors.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Passers-by and visitors.
part of the country, where there is relatively more freedom
and security due to the presence of Kurdish control
region, many Christians have relocated and made new
homes there. The Bible Society has opened a location
in that area and appointed staff to offer service to the
Church. This newly established support center has the
infrastructure to provide the basic service elements. New
and innovative support services are required to meet the
emerging needs, such as a show room, distribution van,
warehousing facilities, and reading areas.

Erbil Support Center
PURPOSE: To serve the Christians in northern Iraq
by developing the Bible Society center that provides
support to churches and families who have taken refuge
in this region.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Kurdistan, Iraq.
DESCRIPTION: The hostilities in Iraq have kept the
Bible Society operation at a low profile. In the northern

TARGET AUDIENCE: Displaced Christian families.

Building BS Iraq
Headquarters in Erbil
PURPOSE: To build a three-stories building for the
Bible Society in Iraq that would include a warehouse
and all needed facilities.
on a 1500 m2 land granted to us by the Kurdistan
Regional Government. This will enable the Bible Society
work in Kurdistan region a formal and long-term mission
imperative, serving the Church that has moved to this
region, enforcing our decades-old mandate that we are
here to serve the Church.

GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Kurdistan, Iraq.
DESCRIPTION: The Bible Society in Iraq has been
operating in Erbil since year 2007. Our growing
operations have been conducted from rented property
in Ainkawa, which in addition to highly impacting our
financial resources is also prohibiting us from properly
serving our constituencies due to limited space and
facilities. Our target is to own a Bible Society building

TARGET AUDIENCE: The Church, parishioners, and
wider population.
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Digital Bible
Work
Digital Bible Mission
(Arabic)
PURPOSE: To position the Bible Society as a pioneer
digital mission deliverer in the Arab World through
effective and relevant digital materials, e-books, Apps,
social media, and support services.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon => Pan Arab.
DESCRIPTION: This project seeks to create a
series of digital Biblical materials for dissemination
throughout the Arab World (Middle East and North
Africa) where access to materials are conducted safely
and electronically. With the increasing pressure and
fanaticism in the region, the digital interactive Bible
stories, apologetics, and discipleship materials provides
and delivers mission that will not be adversely affected
by uncertainties and uprisings. The digital Bible mission
delivery could also surpass political changes and the
probable increased pressure on Christian presence in
the region. Services include up to five e-books, Apps,
interactive children biblical stories, daily Bible readings
and verses, Biblical resources such as Bible study notes,
dictionary, and concordance, audio readings, video
access and downloads of Biblical programs, and Biblical
studies / commentaries.

Virtual Bible Society
(VBS) program
PURPOSE: A strategic, highly technical, interactive,
multi-media virtual Bible Society providing services,
programs, and activities across the region.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Pan Arab.
DESCRIPTION: The Virtual Bible Society program is
phased over three years to cover the pan-Arab version.
Its program activities is similar to the physical programs,
with the exception of (1) safeguarding the identity of
the beneficiaries, (2) available anywhere, anytime,
contextually acceptable, and (3) offering follow-up
through connecting the beneficiaries with the local Bible
Society. The seven program concepts are interdependent
and connected, introducing and leading participants to
other activities. They consist of: The World of the Bible,
How the Bible came to us, Creative Worship, RAWA,
Disciples 4 Christ, Biblical and Media Resources, and
Social Networking Forum. Its main activities include
media programs targeting mainly children and youth
interactively, media programs providing resources and
outreach programs, full virtual services across borders
safeguarding the identity of its users, discipleship
programs offering teaching and learning to pursuers,
and social networks providing safe interaction and FAQ
responses.

TARGET AUDIENCE: General public, mainly nonChristians, in the Arab world.

TARGET AUDIENCE: Youth and Young People in the

Arab world.
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Telnet services provide a Data Center with all
Equipments.

Telnet services sarl provides complete
solutions in Telecommunication,
Networking & Security.

Telnet services provide a wireless (Wi-Fi)
solution inside the offices & houses.

Telnet services is an agent for several
telecommunication products among which:
Panasonic & Avaya, Grandsteam, etc… As
well as billing Software, Voice Log &
equipements for The PBX’s

Telnet services provide an IP, CCTV Cameras
& NVR, DVR with all accessories.
Telnet services has installed several sites &
type of Networks Data and voice ranging
from small, medium & large installations in
different markers such as Residential Homes,
Offices, Banks, Industries, Schools,
Hospitals, Insurances, Hotels, Etc...

Telnet Services is an agent for several Active
& Passive Networking brands with cabinets &
accessories of which: HP, Cisco, D-Link,
Linksys & TrendNet. 3M Innovation,
Tyco-AMP, Nexans & R&M etc... APWVero, Syslink, Avayo & Locally made
Cabinets for the active, passive equipments
& Rack Servers.

P.O.Box: 60-091 Jal El Dib, Nabout 3 Center
1st Floor - Bauchrieh- Tel / Fax: +961 1 870111
www.telnetservices.net

Mouseitbeh Adventist secondary school
Changing the world one life at a time

K - 12 (life science, SE)
Special education program
01819742 - 01310184
www.mass.edu.lb
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Windows

iPhone

Chat Bible Bil3arabi
App
PURPOSE: To market and expand the Chat Bible
Bil3arabi colloquial Lebanese free software application
to include the Old Testament for smartphone and
handheld users.

Android

Bible on the Internet

GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon, spilling over to other

PURPOSE: To provide the entire Arabic and Western
Armenian Bible text for free download to anyone with
internet access.

countries in the region.

DESCRIPTION: A software application for owning
and downloading the Arabic Bible texts and Bible
reading helps in digital format for Ipods, Iphones,
Ipads, Androids, and other portable applications is now
available for download for free. This project specifically
targets youth who are using a Latin-based version of the
Arabic language. The entire New Testament is available
in electronic and audio formats. Work is underway
to complete the entire Bible in this newly formulated
language.

SCOPE: Middle East, North Africa, and the World.
DESCRIPTION: For the last decade, the Bible Society
has placed the full Good News Arabic Bible and the
Western Armenian Revised Bible on the Internet in
PDF format for free download. More than one million
visitors access the site (www.elkalim.com) every year.
The facility also provides a Bible dictionary, study notes,
and search engine to help people engage with the word
of God.

TARGET AUDIENCE: Young Lebanese generations who
own smart-phones and handheld devices.

TARGET AUDIENCE: Internet surfers, e-generations.

30
30

31

PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES 2017

32
32

CHEMALY

33

PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES 2017

IMPACT/
TRANSFORMATION
BIBLE ENGAGEMENT

Child Friendly Gospel
PURPOSE: For Bible Society and its partners to present
the gospel to children in Lebanon, Syria, and Iraq in
an attractive format. Starting with the children, Bible
Society is helping the cause of peace in the Middle East.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Nationwide in Lebanon,
specific cities in Syria and regions in Iraq (Baghdad,
Erbil) including the Kurdish region.
DESCRIPTION: Presenting the gospel to children using
fun and interactive ways including Bible World, clowns,
songs, puppets, exhibitions, and drama is an effective
approach to sharing the Good News. The fear of
persecution and social unrest in the Arab world prevents
many from exploring Christianity and increasingly forces
Christians to flee their homelands. Addressing the gospel
message to children, the Bible Society is helping the
cause of peace in the Middle East. This project allows the
Bible Society and its partners to undertake an essential
part of children ministry that exists within and outside
the Bible Society’s facilities, including Bible World
facility. The project is the backbone of the ministry in
the region, a very important, vital, and strategic project.
This ministry is on going and is expected to continue
into 2017 and beyond.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Children in the region.
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Youth Interactive
Programs
PURPOSE: To help the youth to grow spiritually and
socially (holistically) through interaction with God’s
Word.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon and Syria.
Description: The Bible Society is serving young people
because of the belief that youth are the future of the
nation. Since 2005, the Bible Society established a
center that serves young people and their needs, called
B4L (Books for Life) Youth Center. The main activity of
this center is hosting young people and college students,
who can come in to read Christian books, watch a movie,
interact, discuss their faith, have a cup of coffee, and do
some computer-based research [An identical center was
established in Damascus but remains closed due to the
situation]. In 2014, the B4L Youth Center was relocated
from the commercial compound to the Rooftop area
of Bible Society Center. From this Rooftop Center, the
Bible Society developed programs for Lebanese youth
through a variety of activities, including sports, music,
and retreats. The main goal is to continue the mission
of these interactive programs through talks, events, and
interactions that target “hot” subjects with the emphasis
of what the Bible says about these issues. The need and
thirst for continuous Christian life development among
youth is growing in our country, and these programs are
the ultimate platforms to give these youth a recognized
opportunity. Many of the youth groups will have the
chance to know more about Scriptures and the impact
on their lives.

Reconcile!
PURPOSE: To create a positive atmosphere of
reconciliation among refugee children based on creative
presentation of Bible stories, distribute special portions
that include Biblical stories that talk about reconciliation
and forgiveness, and distribute the Arabic Peace &
Justice Bible to their leaders.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon and Syria.

TARGET AUDIENCE: Young People and Students.

DESCRIPTION: Lebanon is now hosting over 1.5
million Syrian refugees and about 500,000 Palestinian
refugees, and over 6 million Syrian refugees are spread
in “calm” territories in Syria. Entire generations are being
born and brought up in confined camp facilities with
very low hygiene and absence of social and educational
platforms. Hate, despair, and vengeance are what
children are brought up with. Through partnering with
humanitarian and aid agencies, Bible Society program
“Reconcile!” aims at offering hope to the refugee
children through an interactive drama presentation about
reconciliation and forgiveness stemming from Biblical
stories. The presentation will be accompanied with
distribution of literature paraphrasing Bible stories that
highlight reconciliation. Camp leaders and family heads
will be presented with the Arabic Peace & Justice Bible.
The objective is to lessen the negative atmosphere that
these children and families are currently experiencing.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Underprivileged children, mainly

non-Christian.
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Trauma Healing
program for
traumatized Iraqi and
Syrian families
PURPOSE: To train and equip committed people in
trauma-healing programs relevant to their context.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon, Syria, Iraq =>
Middle East, North Africa (MENA).
DESCRIPTION: Almost every Christian family who fled
Iraq or Syria and found refuge in neighboring countries
has been traumatized at different levels. They are
suffering from depression and loss of hope. Their future
prospective appears dark and unsure. They are living in
anxiety and under the fear of never seeing their homes
again. The purpose of this project is to offer training and
equipping committed Christians in trauma healing, who
will be willing to implement this healing program within
the Iraqi and Syrian refugees circles and sharing their
skills with other traumatized communities. The trained
trauma team will work out of local churches to select the
families in grave need of trauma healing.
TARGET

AUDIENCE:

Underprivileged / traumatized

Iraqi and Syrian families.

Trauma Healing
program for Children

Sunday School Teachers
Training (SSTT)

PURPOSE: To train and equip committed people in
children trauma healing techniques and programs
relevant to their context.

PURPOSE: To train, motivate, and encourage Sunday
School teachers and provide new modern attractive
resources and equipment to better engage with God’s
Word.

GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon, Syria, Iraq =>
Middle East, North Africa (MENA).

GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Syria.

DESCRIPTION: Thousands of children have been
traumatized by the tragic events that took place in the
region during the last few years. Unless properly healed,
a trauma that affects a child will continue to negatively
impact that child for the rest of his life. The purpose of
this program is to train facilitators and teach them how
to heal the children’s trauma through selected stories
both from the Bible and contextualized stories. This will
help in restoring their joy of living and will bring them
closer to our Lord.

DESCRIPTION: The war in Syria is in the sixth year,
almost all Churches and Sunday schools are facing large
numbers of migrating of teachers. Most of Christians who
are still living there are gathering around their churches
and sending their children to Sunday Schools. The Bible
Society plans to provide training teaching sessions for
400 Sunday school teachers annually. Providing new
creative ways of teaching, scripture books, booklets,
practical materials, which may motivate the trainees
in their Sunday Schools, and inspire and facilitate
engagement with God’s Word.

TARGET AUDIENCE: Displaced and refugee children.

TARGET AUDIENCE: Existing and potential Sunday
School teachers in Syria.
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Bible
Advocacy
Arabic Peace & Justice
Bible program
PURPOSE: For key people to understand in depth what
the Bible says about human rights issues.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon => Pan Arab.
DESCRIPTION: After the successful launching of the
Poverty & Justice Bible in several languages around
the world, and having a long-standing relationship
with World Vision Lebanon office, the Bible Society
published an Arabic version of the “Peace & Justice”
Bible contextualized to the regional needs and issues in
the Arab world. Including the Deutero-canonical books,
the P&J Bible includes and introductory word by the
Patriarch of the Maronite Church, Cardinal Al-Rai, and
12 articles written by 12 inter-confessional Christian
scholars from around the region on various issues
relating to the Bible and... human rights, injustice,
interfaith dialogue, minorities, neighbor,... This project
includes organizing several interfaith roundtable events
to discuss the biblical perspectives of peace and social
justice, and the subsidized distribution of 3,000 copies
as an advocacy tool for the Christians in the region.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Christians and educated nonChristians in Lebanon and the region.

Bible advocacy through
public and community
work

the Bible in the public arena through politics, arts,
music, and exhibitions, thereby embedding its message
in our culture. The second activity involves serving
underprivileged communities and minorities through a
holistic approach of living and distributing the Word.
The purpose of the project is to elevate the standards
of our society and communities based on Biblical pillars
of respect, justice, peace, and reconciliation. The Bible
Society is now an operational partner with the UNESCO,
hence allowing it to promote biblical values through a
variety of cultural events.

PURPOSE: To make the Bible central to the public
life of our communities by embedding the Scriptures in
culture, providing holistic programs to underprivileged
communities and minorities.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon.
DESCRIPTION: To make the Bible a central theme in
society, this project involves two main activities that
advocate the Bible cause. The first activity entails putting

TARGET AUDIENCE: General public, underprivileged
communities, and minorities.
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Serving the Persecuted
Church in the Middle
East
PURPOSE: Encouraging Christians to remain in the
country / regions as witnesses of the Word; aiding the
Christian endurance in the Middle East; strengthen
the relationships between the Bible Society and
churches / church leaders; strengthen the relationships
among churches; and positioning the Bible in the life
and mission of the Church.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon, Syria, and Iraq.
DESCRIPTION: Christians are migrating from the
Middle East in high numbers. The latest troubles in
the region has made more traditional Christians feel
desolate, unhopeful, and seeking a way out. The Bible
Society is uniquely positioned at an equal distance
from all the churches, serving the Church through
providing the hopeful Word of God and advocating its
importance as witnesses for Christ. Engaging with the
churches and the leadership requires regular church
visitations, listening, encouraging, and sharing with
their congregations about the Bible and encouraging
them to read their Bibles. Keeping strong relations with
the churches and researching their needs will strengthen
the remaining Christians in their witnessing presence.
The Bible Society’s vision is proclaiming the Word of
God. The project involves Bible advocacy activities,
such as visiting church hierarchies and Christian
politicians along with their church leaders, for mutual
encouragement and support.

Conflicts and Problems:
Resolutions and Solutions
PURPOSE: To empower the Church with the techniques
to identify the source of conflict, how to manage and
resolve it, and to and recognize common conflict
resolution approaches used.

TARGET AUDIENCE: Church leaders, synods,
congregations, gatherings, and Christian leaders.

GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Syria.
DESCRIPTION: This project aims to support Syrian
communities, local churches, and individuals, to help
them with their conflicts and problems by arranging
training program in cooperation with universities,
inspired by the Word of the Bible, conducted by
specialized professors, trainers and workers in the field
of God. The current circumstances have created a lot of
problems and conflicts; ignoring them will clump them
and make them difficult to solve. Although this program
may not solve all the problems, it will provide tools and
mechanisms of solving, overcoming, and sometimes
enduring and living with problems in a gospel-centered
and Biblical faithful manner.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Families, church
professionals, and university students.
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Bible Weeks in Iraq
PURPOSE: To strengthen the Christian presence
by making the Bible central to the public life of our
communities and embedding the Scriptures in our
culture through distribution, interactive animations, and
book stands.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Northern Iraq cities (Erbil,
Dhok, Suleimanieh, Kirkuk…)
DESCRIPTION: In support of the vulnerable Christian
presence in Iraq, the purpose of this project is so make
the Bible a central theme in society. This project involves
two main activities that advocate the Bible cause: (1)
The first activity involves distribution of 10,000 Bibles
at subsidized prices at various events, and (2) the
second activity entails putting the Bible in the public
arena through arts, music, and exhibitions (animations
and book stands), thereby embedding its message in
our culture.
TARGET AUDIENCE: General public, children and
youth, underprivileged communities, and minorities.

Media
Utilization
Biblical media
productions for
television

guests, along with 25 well-known artists, and a large
number of audiences at large. Due to the high quality of
production and exposure of the series, SAT-7 Christian
Satellite television has agreed to partner with the Bible
Society to co-produce the next series of 50-episodes in
the last quarter of 2011 and was in Easter 2012 on
OTV and as of Q4 on SAT-7. The same arrangement
was done for the 2012 production, broadcast in 2013.
In 2014, the production and broadcast included 7
documentary episodes for the Holy Week in Easter,
and 15 series with the leading Christian politicians in
Lebanon, all broadcasted on SAT7 and the number one
entertainment channel in the MENA: LBCI. Although the
agreement for co-production with SAT-7 was repeated
for three years, the Bible Society still wants to produce
another set of series of this Bible-based audio-visual
production. The new series will have a similar structure,
same broadcast hours, and be broadcast on SAT-7,
MTV, OTV, LBCI and Tele-Lumiere / NourSat.

PURPOSE: To promote and advocate the Bible through
audio-visual programs in conjunction with strategic
media partner agencies so that more people will have
the opportunity to receive and engage with the Bible
message.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon => Pan Arab.
DESCRIPTION: After the successful production of
50-series episodes for television in 2010, the series
was broadcast on three different television and satellite
stations in 2011: OTV and MTV-Lebanon four runs and
reruns on a daily basis from February 7 through April
25, and SAT-7 on a three-rerun weekly basis as of July.
Eleven Biblicist from Catholic, Orthodox, and Evangelical
backgrounds have participated in the production as

TARGET AUDIENCE: Secular and Christian television
audiences, mainly young people.
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Biblical Programs on
SAT-7
PURPOSE: To provide viewers with the opportunity to
grow in their faith, study the Bible and become more
effective witnesses of Christ.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon => Pan Arab.
DESCRIPTION: The Bible Society has been partnering
with SAT-7, a Christian satellite broadcasting network,
for many years, helping in sharing God’s word in Arabic.
Several programs have been co-produced with the
purpose to spread knowledge about and understanding
of the Bible in the Middle East and North Africa through
the production and broadcast of Bible teaching programs
by SAT-7 Arabic. Potential viewing audience is around
12-15 million.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Christians of the Middle East
and North Africa, many of whom cannot easily get a
copy of the Bible, are not able to attend church and
for whom satellite television is the only way they can
receive Biblical teaching.

Television & online
biblical programs
(part of VBS)
PURPOSE: To empower a new generation of Christian
leaders with God’s word through innovative and effective
study tools.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Project will originate in
Lebanon, but implementation is throughout the Middle
East and North Africa.
DESCRIPTION: The program will develop and deliver
Scripture based resources via television programming
and online presence based on course materials written
by indigenous theologians from the region. The audiovisual programs will be broadcast into the Middle East
and North Africa region where Christians do not have
regular access to the Bible or resources for leadership
training and discipleship. The proposed online
engagement curriculum has several modules in place for
various seekers.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Program is designed for audiovisual and on-line audiences.
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Community &
Holistic
Programs
Working with Syrian
and Iraqi Refugees
PURPOSE: To meet the holistic needs of refugees who
were forced out of their homes, providing them with
relief and Scriptures portions.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon.
DESCRIPTION: This project will provide 4,500 refugee
families with aid packages and Scriptural items during
2017. The project entails reaching out to displaced
families and building bridges with these underprivileged
communities through addressing their holistic needs
– physical needs for food, medicines, and supplies as
well as their spiritual need to encounter God’s love.
Refugees include Syrian, Iraqi, and Kurdish families
who were displaced due to tensions in their regions.
The Bible Society will be living the Word instead of just
distributing it.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Syrian refugees, Kurds and Iraqi

family refugees.

Holistic distribution of
Scriptures with relief
packages
PURPOSE: To meet the holistic needs of underprivileged
Iraqis, providing them with relief packages and Scripture
portions.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Iraq.
DESCRIPTION: Christian communities in Iraq are
under enormous pressure and are suffering hardships on
a daily basis. The project entails encouraging Christian
communities in Iraq through addressing their physical
needs for food, medicines, and supplies as well as
their spiritual need to encounter God’s love. The Bible
Society has worked with several relief agencies since
2003 to reach out to people with the Scriptures. The
Christian community is under tremendous pressure.
The Bible Society is now expected to continue meeting
holistic needs of 3,000 families through this program.
The project entails encouraging Christian communities
in Iraq through addressing their physical needs for food,
medicines, and supplies as well as their spiritual needs
to encounter God’s love.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Christians living under pressure

in Iraq.
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Ex! Change (Express to
Change)
PURPOSE: To invite people to start the change in their
lives, express themselves in an artistic way, and help
people to cope with trauma and eventually heal from it.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Lebanon.
DESCRIPTION: This program invites underprivileged
communities to express themselves in a series of
exercises that aim to help them to start a process of
change. All the materials of this program are inspired
by the Bible. It was originally designed to be conducted
within many various groups and platforms and can
be customized to reach different audiences. Since
June 2015 we have been testing it with a number of
underprivileged communities (Juvenile Center, Drug
& Alcohol rehab center, Nosrotto - Prison Fellowship
International) with the aim of initiating a changed
behavior based on Scripture-engagement materials.
The feedback of testing audiences emphasizes the
reconciling impact of this program.

Literacy Skills for
Refugees and Underprivileged Communities

TARGET AUDIENCE: Underprivileged communities
(prisoners, people in rehab centers...), special schools
and social work communities.

PURPOSE: To provide Bible literacy courses to refugees
and underprivileged children in a safe and loving
environment, and establish for them a basis that would
help them get back into the formal education system.
GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: Children in Lebanon, Syria,
Iraq and the region.
DESCRIPTION: The number of Syrian and Iraqi refugees
in Lebanon is now well above two million. More than
50% of them are 17 or younger. Integrating all of them
in the Lebanese schools is becoming more and more
challenging as they are facing social, economic and
bureaucratic obstacles as well as linguistic challenges
especially in science and math. Many of them are thus
dropping formal education. This is reducing the literacy
rate among refugees and creating an educational
exclusion that negatively impacts the children’s social
and educational well-being and exposes them to
further risks. This lack of education can reverberate
for generations and these children will have more
difficulties to meet the physical, economic, social and
political demands for reconstructing their countries. The
aim of this project is to provide these children as well
as the children of the underprivileged communities that
are hosting them a safe and loving environment where
they would take literacy courses based on Bible stories.
This project is scalable to other hosting countries in the
region.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Refugee and underprivileged
children that dropped out of school.
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About us
The Bible Society has been one of the main sources
of Christian and Scriptural resources for the Arabicspeaking world. Serving the region since 1820, it has
continuously provided the Bible and Scriptural-related
publications in order to strengthen and nourish the local
Church. An inter-confessional agency, the Bible Society
is serving all the churches through providing the lifegiving Word of God.
Traditionally, Bible Society was engaged in all the
traditional Bible Work – translation, publishing and
distribution for the Arabic-speaking world. During the
Lebanese civil war (1975-1990), the office in Beirut
maintained its services despite the risks involved. It
currently administers the work in Syria and Iraq, as
it used to do so for the Gulf and Jordan who became
independent Bible Society entities. It has been a long
time of faithfully serving the Bible cause and providing
for the Scriptural needs.

Bible Society is a full member of the United Bible
Societies, a fellowship of 147 national Bible Societies
all over the world. The office in Lebanon, which serves
as a publisher for most of the Levant region, has been
distributing the Scriptures in large quantities.

In the few years following the war, Bible Society has had
a renewed and dynamic vision, enlarging its activities
to include Bible engagement and Scripture encounter
programs, such as Bible World, musical and drama
events, Bible Sundays, fundraising, Christian resource
center and public relations. It currently employs 20 staff
members situated in Lebanon, seven in Syria and four
in Iraq. There are about several part-time employees in
these countries and volunteers.

BIBLE SOCIETY
CENTER
Bouchrieh, Maten, Lebanon
Tel: +961-1-90 20 20
Fax: +961-1-90 20 10
Email: bsl@biblesociety.org.lb

Bible Society is governed by a 60-member General
Assembly who elects a 4-year-term 12-member
Board with representation from various Christian
denominations. Bible Society, with its inter-confessional
model, is seeking to serve all the churches in the region.
It is also serving a number of languages and ethnic
groups, mainly Arabic, Western and Eastern Armenian,
Aramaic (Modern Syriac), and Kurdish, publishing
Scriptures in a meaningful format.

DAMASCUS BOOKSHOP

ALEPPO WAREHOUSE

Al Abed Street
Damascus – Syria
Tel: +963-11-2322520

Hawa’ie Zone
Aleppo – Syria
Tel: +963-21-4445101

BIBLE HOUSE

DOWNTOWN
BOOKSHOP

DAMASCUS RESOURCE
CENTER

Maarad Square,
Opposite Parliament
Central Beirut – Lebanon
Tel: +961-1-970 585
Email: downtown@biblesociety.org.lb

Al Kousour Street
Damascus – Syria
Tel: +963-11-4456996

BIBLE WORLD

ALEPPO BOOKSHOP

Bible Society Center
Tel: +961-1-90 20 20
Ext. 267, 2nd floor
Email: bibleworld@biblesociety.org.lb

Rolland El Khoury St.
Aleppo – Syria
Tel: +963-21-4644210
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Al Wahda Street
Baghdad-Iraq
Tel: +964-17199945

ERBIL CENTER
Ainkawa Zone
Erbil – Iraq
Tel: +964-7507312018

TARTUS WAREHOUSE
Kheraybat – Syria
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Board Members
M r . A m i n e M i c h e l K h o u r y,
Chairman

Dr. Michael Bassous,
General Secretary

Mr. Khoury is the founder and
president of Eastwood College,
a leading academic institution
since 1973, with two campuses
in Mansourieh and Kfarshima.
He holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Political Sciences and
Public Administration and a Masters Degree in
Educational Psychology from the American University of
Beirut. He also holds a diploma in Theology and
Philosophy from Cambridge University, UK. Married to
Queen Sayegh and the father of two adult children, Mr.
Khoury is an active member of the community and an
ecumenical persona. He has served as chairman of the
Advisory Board of World Vision Lebanon for over 20
years, and has served on the Board of the Bible Society
for many years as Treasurer, and as Chairman since
2004. Mr. Khoury’s close ties with all the main church
leaders strongly embodies the mission of the Bible
Society, where the Bible is considered as a unifying
building block amongst the Church.

Dr. Bassous joined the Bible
Society in Lebanon [also
responsible for the work in Syria
and Iraq] in 1999, and was
appointed General Secretary in
2004. He was elected as
Chairman of the United Bible
Societies (UBS) Europe Middle East Area Board in 2009
and Vice Chairman of the UBS Global Board in 2011.
He is also a member of SAT-7’s International Council,
representing UBS. Prior to the Bible Society, Dr. Bassous
worked in various business, executive, and
entrepreneurial leadership positions for 12 years. He
currently holds a Doctorate of Management in
Organizational Leadership degree from the University of
Phoenix, a Diploma in Theological Studies from the
Near East School of Theology, an MBA from the American
University of Beirut, and a Bachelor’s degree in
Marketing from Long Island University, New York. An
Adjunct Professor at Taylor University (USA), Sagesse
University, LAU, and NDU (Lebanon), he has also
published several articles and researches, Christian and
secular, focusing particularly on the areas of nonprofit
organizations, Mideast issues, and Church relations.

Father ayoub chehwan
vice-chairman

Mr. Samir Constantine,
Treasurer

Father Chehwan is a monk and
priest of the Lebanese Maronite
Order. He holds degrees in
philosophy and theology from
the Holy Spirit University,
Kaslik (USEK) and in biblical
studies from the Pontifical
Biblical Institute in Rome, and a doctorate in Biblical
Theology from the Pontifical Gregorian University in
Rome. He also masters the following languages: Arabic,
French, English, Italian, German, Hebrew, Greek, and
Syriac. Father Chehwan held several positions, including
General Secretary, head of History Faculty at USEK, and
founder and manager of the USEK museum. Currently,
he is a professor of Biblical Studies at USEK and other
universities. Father Chehwan is the chief editor, writer,
and researcher of Biblia journal; doctoral committee
chairman in the Theological College and Liturgical
Faculty; Coordinator of the Middle East Chapter of the
Biblical Federation; and General Administrator in the
Lebanese Maronite Order and overseer of the education
and schools sectors. As Vice-Chairman of the Bible
Society, he has attended the United Bible Societies’
World Assembly in Seoul, Korea, in 2016, on behalf of
the Board.

Mr. Samir Constantine, holds a
BA
degree
in
Business
Administration
from
the
American University in Beirut in
1982, and a master’s degree in
business administration from
Samford University in the
United States in 1984. He also attended academic and
university programs in education and information in the
eighties and nineties of the last century. He worked for
six years in an American network television and ten
years at the Lebanese American University LAU he filled
the following positions: Director of Admissions, Director
of Public Relations, and Dean of Students. He also gave
over a period time courses in Management and
Marketing. He founded in 2001, “Wazanat” institution
for Educational Consulting services, it is currently a
consultant for 125 institutions, including 103 schools,
hospitals
non-governmental
organizations
and
commercial companies. “Wazanat” is marked by
“talents” in the two fields of human resource training for
the institutions and in helping to institutionalize the
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work of the organization, as well as developing and
implementing academic and vocational program for
guidance in schools. “Wazanat” is also active in the
youth life skills training through scout movements, clubs
and rural parishes. Mr. Constantine attended also 18
trainings in the United States, Britain and Denmark
about the Institutions, the Educational Departments
fields, fundraising and media. And organized different
training workshops in Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Cyprus,
Morocco, Sudan, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates.

Father Elias Chatawi,
Member
Father Elias Chatawi was born
on August 15th, 1965, he is
married with two children. He
studied Theology at St Paul
institute
–
Harissa,
and
graduated from Saint Joseph
University (U.S.J.) – Beirut with
a BA in business administration. He was ordained a priest
at the Greek Catholic Church. He was selected as Pastor
of the Greek Catholic parish in Raboueh, Mtayleb and
Bayyada, and Principal of the “Collège Patriarcal” at
Raboueh, then Secretary of the liturgical commission in
the Greek Catholic church and was designated General
Patriarchal Steward (2001–2015). Father Chatawi is a
member of the Charismatic renewal movement in
Lebanon, and he is elected Board member of the Cross
Talk Society and Diakonia Society.

Rev. Hrayr Cholakian,
Member
Rev. Cholakian is the pastor of
the First Armenian Evangelical
Church of Beirut since October
2011. He served as the
director of the Armenian
Evangelical Secondary School
in Bourj Hammoud (2000 –
2011) and as chaplain of the four Armenian Evangelical
High-Schools in Lebanon (1997 – 2000.) He has
received his MDiv degree from the Near East School of
Theology and his BA in Education from Haigaizian
University. He has been a member in the Christian
Education Committee of the FMEEC and Youth
Committee of the MECC. In 2014, he was appointed as
president of the Armenian Evangelical Tribunal of the
First Instance.
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Father Dr. Porphyrios
Georgi,member
Father Professor Porphyrios is
the representative of the Greek
Orthodox
Patriarchate
of
Antioch and All the East in the
Board of the Bible Society. He
serves as a Priest at the Greek
Orthodox Cathedral of Saint
George in Beirut since 2010 and is an Assistant Professor
of Dogmatic Theology at the Saint John of Damascus
Institute of Theology at the University of Balamand since
2006. And in October 2013, he was appointed as the
Dean of Theology at Balamand. He holds a Ph.D. in
Dogmatic Theology from the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki and is a visiting professor at many Faculties
of Theology in Romania and Greece. He has published
numerous academic articles in various international
journals and periodicals. He is also the editor and coeditor of different academic books. His monograph The
Resurrection and Life: the Eschatology of Saint Gregory
Palamas was published in Greek in 2010 in Thessaloniki
and appointed by the Faculty of Theology at the Aristotle
University of Thessaloniki as a required textbook in the
undergraduate programs of Studies of Theology.

S i s t e r B a s s i m a K h o u r y,
Member
Sister Bassima Khoury is a
General Administrator of the
Antonin Maronite Sisters Order.
She holds a doctorate degree in
Biblical Theology and is a
professor of New Testament at
the Holy Spirit University in
Kaslik (USEK) and several other theological seminaries
in Lebanon and the Middle East. Sister Bassima is a
well-known writer and presenter of biblical educational
radio and television programs. Her current roles include
managing the pedagogical office of the Antonin Sisters
Schools and the Principal of Antonin Sisters Mar Doumit
School in Roumieh, Maten. She has written several
books in Arabic and French on biblical theology and
studies. Also a member of the Executive Committee of
the General Secretariat of Catholic Schools in Lebanon,
Sister Bassima is an active member of the Biblical
Federation and has joined the Bible Society Board with
the conviction that every person should read and
understand the Bible.

57

PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES 2017
Medicine (LAUSOM) staff. After spending some time at
the University of Iowa, USA, he came back and established
and is still coordinating the anatomy discipline in
LAUSOM. Married with four children, Dr. Dunya is active
in many Christian movements, heading for several years
the “Beth Tarbito” group in the Syriac Orthodox Church
all over Lebanon. He is also a member of the “Renewal in
the Holy Spirit” movement and an active member of the
Bible Society Board and General Assembly.

Mrs. Randa Moghabghab
Faisal, Member
Mrs. Faisal was born in Ain
Zhalta. She graduated from the
American University in Beirut
with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Political Science. She is married
to a successful engineer, Ralph,
and has two lovely children.
Mrs. Faisal is very much involved in ministry both on a
personal basis and in the church, and serves the
community in several capacities. She volunteers her time
and talent to several organizations, including the Bible
Society, where she was re-elected as a Board member for
a second term.

Archimandrite Housig
Mardirossian, member

Born in 1955 in Ain Zhalta,
Chouf, and married to Esther
Krenz with three boys and a
girl, Mr. Müller holds a Masters
of Science in Civil Engineering
from the University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, USA. He is the
chairman of Müller Industries SARL, a bricks and roof
tiles manufacturing firm. As an elder at the National
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Rabieh, he is
currently the Chairman of the Property and Finance
Committee at the National Evangelical Synod for Syria
and Lebanon and Member of the Lebanese American
University (LAU) Board of Trustees. Mr. Müller is
currently the President of the Association of North Maten
Industrialists. He is also a member of the Administrative
Board of the Lebanese Unitary Scouts Organization. Mr.
Müller is a new member on the Bible Society Board,
although he has supported the work for many years.

V. Rev. Archimandrite Housig
Mardirossian was born in
Byblos, Lebanon. He is a
member of the Brotherhood of
the Armenian Orthodox Church
of the Catholicosate of the
Great House of Cilicia, in
Antelias, Lebanon and represents the Armenian Orthodox
Church. He is a graduate (1998) of the Armenian
Theological Seminary, in Bikfaya, Lebanon, and was
ordained celibate priest the same year. He was elevated
to the ranks of the Archimandrite in 2013. His past and
recent experiences include the secretary of His Holiness
Aram I from 2001 – 2006. In 2006, he was appointed
as the pastor of the Armenian St. Gregory the Illuminator
Church in Vancouver, Canada, where he served until
September 2012. During this period, he continued his
theological studies at St. Mark’s College and obtained a
Master Degree in Theology, in 2013. From 2012 – 2014
he was the Assistant Dean at the Armenian Theological
Seminary in Bikfaya. He was appointed the Dean of the
Seminary of academic year of 2013 – 2014 by His
Holiness, where he continues to teach Church History
and Armenian Church History. In 2014 he was appointed
as the Ecumenical Officer of the Armenian Catholicosate
of Cilicia and joined the Bible Society Board that same
year.

Dr. Malko Dunya Dunya,
Member

Archbishop Paul Sayah,
Honorary Member

Dr. Dunya was born in Zahle,
Lebanon, in 1956. After
finishing his education at the
Syriac Orthodox School in
Mouseitbeh, Beirut, he joined
the American University of
Beirut (AUB) in 1973 and
completed his Medical Doctor degree in 1980. This was
followed by Residency training at AUB in Urology and a
Fellowship in Pediatric Urology from Wayne State
University, USA. For many years, Dr. Dunya was a
practicing urologist in several hospitals in Metn and
Kesrwan areas in Lebanon. In 2008, he was called to be
part of the Lebanese American University School of

Archbishop Paul Sayah is
presently Vicar General to the
Maronite Patriarch. He holds a
Bachelor Degree in Divinity
from Holy Cross College, Dublin
Ireland, and the Lateran
University in Rome, (1967). He
was ordained priest in 1967. He earned an MA in Bible
studies from the Saint Joseph University in Beirut,
(1968) and an MA in Counseling and Guidance from the
American University of Beirut, (1970) and a Ph.D. in
Counseling Psychology from Boston College, Boston,
USA (1973). He served as Rector of Saint Joseph
School, Cornet Chahwan, (1975 – 84). He was associate
Dean at the Lebanese American University, the Louaize

Engineer Charles
Samuel Müller, Member
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Campus, (1985 – 90), and professor of Psychology at
the Lebanese American University, Beirut (1990 – 1996).
He was appointed by Pope John Paul II consultant at the
Council for Interreligious Dialogue in the Vatican,
(2000 – 2010), and member of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity (1994 – present). He has
been serving on the Joint International Committee of
Dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox
Churches since 2005. He was elected Associate General
Secretary to the Middle East Council of Churches
(1992 – 2000). In 1996 he was elected and consecrated
Archbishop of “Haifa and the Holy Land,” and appointed
Patriarchal Vicar General in Jerusalem, Palestine and
Jordan (1996 – 2011). In 2011, he was appointed Vicar
General to the Maronite Patriarch, and representative on
the Board of the Bible Society in 2014.

Regional Senior
Leadership Team
Dr. Michael Bassous,
General
Secretary / CEO
(See page 54)

Board of Supporters

Mr. Camille Safar,
Finance and
Administration Manager

(From left to right)
Mr. Elias Baz
Mr. Sami Zacca
Mr. Majed Bou Hadeer
Mr. George Cherfan
General Johnny Khalaf
Dr. Cedar Mansour (in abstentia)
Engineer Ghassan Moughabghab (in abstentia)
Engineer Aziz Stefan (in abstentia)

With more than 20 years spent
working in different local and
international business sectors,
of which 12 years were spent
with Maersk, Camille joined the
Bible Society in February 2015
coming with a wealth of
financial and administrative experience. He discovered a
world where missions and challenges are completely
different from the for-profit industry. He is highly
motivated to serve the communities through the Bible
Society mission. Camille is a graduate of Saint-Joseph
University with a Bachelors and Masters degrees in
Economics, and a Diplôme d’Etudes Approfondies
(D.E.A.) de Sciences de Gestion Option Finance from
Université Paris I Pantheon-Sorbonne.

Miss Ani Baboghlanian,
Stock/Production
Manager
Ani is the Stock and Production
Manager at the Bible Society,
Lebanon and a member of the
Senior
Management
Team
(SMT). After 17 years of
graduating from high school,
she returned back to studying.
She received her BBA degree from Haigazian University
in 2007 and her MBA in Management in 2015. She has
been at the Bible Society for three decades and her
experience reflects in her motivation to serve more.
Besides her duties at the Bible Society, she is an active
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member at her local church, leading worship service.
When she is not at the office, she spends her time with
family, friends, and doing sports.

Mr. Lucien Salloum,
Creative Consultant

Mrs. Joyce Doumit,
Programs Coordinator

Joined the Bible Society Senior
Leadership Team as a part-time
Creative Consultant, Lucien
feels it is a privilege to be
serving God through his many
years in the television and the
video / audio world. Founder of
Stronghold’s Band, Lucien’s passion for digital art
started early in life; he is now a certified Pro Tools
engineer. He has mixed live concerts for international
and local concerts and artists, and produced several
albums for different singers. Lucien worked as a sound
designer for a TV station for five years and in different
other studios and venues before moving out and starting
his own production house ONE:SIXTEEN, located at the
Bible Society. He believes that Social Media plays an
important role in this post-modern world, and it is a
powerful tool that should be used to reach out, especially
to younger generations. Lucien believes that every
organization should have a Social Media strategy and
vision that goes hand in hand with its original
mission / vision statement. He is currently involved in rebuilding the Bible Society websites into a
professional / corporate look that is easy to navigate but
yet modern in its approach.

Joyce joined the Bible Society
team in 2005 as Supervisor of
Books for Life Center. Having
previously worked in journalism
and then dedicating her time to
her family, she rejoined the
workforce at the Bible Society
and worked herself through new and challenging tasks,
such as Events Coordinator, Fundraising Team member,
and until recently undertook the responsibilities of the
Executive Assistant to the CEO and Programs Coordinator.
In addition to her degree in journalism, Joyce has
completed her masters in NGO Management at Sagesse
University in 2015.

Ms. Maya Saleh,
Executive Assistant
to the General
Secretary / CEO

Dr. Issa Diab, Translation Consultant – UBS

Maya joined Bible Society in
October 2016 as the new
Executive Assistant to the
General Secretary and Special
Projects Coordinator, having
worked in administrative tasks
for 10 years in a leading
international company. Graduated in 2006 with a BA in
Social Sciences, she obtained her Master’s degree in
Social Psychology in 2012, and is currently pursuing
her M2 degree. Maya finds that through knowledge we
may serve God in building sustainable communities and
that encourages her to keep on learning. Her favorite
activity is reading and besides work she spends most of
her time with the family.

Issa was originally trained as
Public Accountant. He started
in 1980 his journey of religious
studies
and
humanities:
Diploma “Institut Biblique de
Genève”;
BD
from
Mediterranean Bible College in
Lebanon (Warner Pacific College, Portland); ThM and
ThD from Trinity Theological Seminary in Newburgh;
“Doctorat Histoire des Religions Sémitiques” from the
University of the Holy Spirit – Kaslik in Lebanon,
“Doctorat Cultures et Sociétés dans le Monde Arabe et
Musulman” from the University of Bordeaux III in France;
and after being involved in Bible Translation, Issa had a
“Doctorat Science Religieuses - Biblical Philology” from
the University of Strasbourg in France. In 2008, Issa
was appointed by the United Bible Societies (UBS),
Europe Middle East area, as a Translation Consultant. In
2012, he was appointed by UBS and the MENA Bible
Societies as a Global Translation Advisor. In addition to
his work, Issa taught in many universities and now is
teaching at Near East School of Theology (NEST),
Haigazian University, and Universite St. Joseph (USJ).
Issa wrote several books and articles, and edited a
number of books.
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Mr. George Andrea,
National Director –
Syria

Mr. Nabil Omeish,
Program Director –
Iraq

After completing his university
studies
in
Mathematics,
Physics, and Chemistry, and
specialized
in
Applied
Chemistry sciences from Aleppo
University, George joined the
Bible Society team as a
distribution promoter and has been actively involved in
the Bible cause for decades. Appointed in 2002 as
National Director, George has been leading the teams in
Aleppo and Damascus and building an infrastructure for
an effective Bible Society program in Syria. Through the
recent troubles, George has exhibited good crisis
leadership skills in recruiting volunteers and maintaining
the main activities of a Bible Society.

Nabil Omeish is the Program
Coordinator of the Bible
Society of Iraq and has been
serving with the Bible Society
of Jordan and Iraq for more
than 25 years. His passion is
to make the powerful Word of
God – the Bible – accessible to all nations especially
among the Iraqis and Kurds. In addition, he has a
heart for extending a helping hand to the needy and
impoverished. For more than two decades, Nabil has
been deeply involved with relief ministry among the
Iraqis and Christian Kurds, and recently he has
widened the circle of relief to include the Syrian and
Iranian refugees in Iraq. Nabil has established a deeprooted relationship with the Government of Kurdistan,
which opens wide doors for ministry and relief
opportunities. Nabil strongly believes in the mission
and vision of the Bible Society and in the transforming
power of God’s Word, which can give hope and life to
the hopeless!
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